Provided in this newsletter are the addresses of those individuals in the U.S. Congress that need to hear from those in
support of the disaster assistance appropriation. Take the time to communicate with each of these individuals and
make them aware of your particular circumstances. Staff with CRD have given the individuals the pertinent facts,
but they need to hear you, the persons most impacted by the blue crab population decline, speak to the need for this
appropriation. Though this aid package may not be immediate in coming, it will be of great benefit when it does.
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The Honorable Sonny Perdue
Governor

State of Georgia

203 State Capi.ol

Atlanla, GA 30334-0900

Dear Governoi Perdue:

This is a follovup to the January 6, 2003, letter from Secretary Evans regarding the request from
the governor’s office for a determination of a commercial fishery failure of Georgia’s blue crab
fishery, pursuent to Section 312(a) of the Megnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management /.ct (Magnuson-Stevens Act). A letter to the previous governor was inadvertently
sent on May 8, 2003 and I regret any problem this may have causcd.

On behalf of tle Secretary, the National Marine Fisheries Service has reviewed the information
you provided +nd other data on the unpreccdented declines in the abundance of blue crabs in
Georgia water:: and the significant loss of income to commercial fishermen. Our analysis has led
us o determin:: that the blue crab fishery has experienced a commercial fishery failure due 10 a
fishery resour..¢ disasler of, most likely, natural (otherwise undetermined) causes, as defined by
Section 312(a’ of the Magnuson-Stevens Act.

Assistance to «ddress the commercial fishery failure will depend on an appropriation from
Congress. If: ppropriaied, funds could be used under Section 312(a) for activities to assess the
cconomic and social effccts of the commercial fallure, or 1o restore the fishery or preventa
similar failure in the future and to assist the affected fishing commumity. However, any such
activity must ot expand the size or scope of the commercial failure in the blue crab fishery or
into other fisl.eries or geographic regions. Furthermore, the Federal share of the cost of the
activity is lim ited to 75 percent of the total cost.

I appreciate your interest in this important issue.
Sincercly,

William T. Hogarth, Ph.D.

THE ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR i
FOR FISHERIES

R
@ Printed on Recyeled Poper U “‘_,f




